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The Tenth Colloguium of SPES

The Maynooth and Dublin conference of SPES was held on 16-20 Augus 2000. (The programme
of events is printed below). Full registrations (including speakers) totalled around sixty, while
oher panicipanis came for one or two days only, All events wera held on the campus shared by
5t Patrick's College and the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, save for Friday 18 August,
which was passed entirely at Academy House, Dublin.

Several evenls were mounted on the margins of the conference. These included a specially-
arranged manuscript exhibition (due to Ms 5. O'Rafferty) at the Academy (see Appendix), an
original book display (put together by Ms Penny Woods) at the Russaell Library for Research,
Maynooth; the public launch of John Scoftus Enugena by Deirdre Carabine, al which W.
Beierwaltes spoke; the performance in 5t Patrick's College Chapel by solo soprang voice (Brid
Whelehan), with organ accompaniment, of verses from the Carmina of Eriugena, set to music
specially for the colloquium by Dr Kevin O'Reilly, one of the College organists; and an optional
trip to the historic monastic valley of Glendalough on the afternoon of Sunday 20th. A group
phatograph was taken. The ‘site organiser of the colloquium, Professor James McEvoy, was
assisted by a supporlive tearn, which included Anm Gleeson, Orla Morrissey. Tom Kelly,
Catherine Kavanagh, Eamenn Gaines, Michael Dunne and Kevin O'Reilly.

Financial sponsorship for the conference came from the following bodies (in addition 1o SPES):
Maynooth Scholastic Trust; Institute of Philosophy, Leuven; Faculty of Philosophy, NUIM and
PU, Maynooth; Irish Centre for Faith and Culture; Corwentions Bureau lraland; Maynooth
University Bookshop.




10" INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF SPES

16 = 20 August 2000

Mavnooth and Dublin

History and Eschatology
in Eriugena and his Age

Faculty of Philosophy
National University of Ireland,
Maynooth
And Pontifical University of
St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth
In Cooperation with
The Institute of Philosophy,
Catholic University of Leuven

Wednesday, 16 August 2000

206 Formal opening by Rev, Dr,
Hugh Connolly, Vice-
President of the Pontifical
Liniversiry.

Auddress of welcome by
James McEvoy, Secretary
of SPES.

Bernard MeGinn,
University of Chicago
Eschatolagies af the Early
Mrddle Ages: Imoineny and
Irimenienl,

Chair: James McEvoy

£15-9.15

Thursday, 17 August

0.3 — [0S HISTORY AND

FINALITY

J.C. Marler, 51 Louis
lJn:lvl;rhl[}l

History and Finality in the
Penphyseon

Giudio d"Onofrio,
Universith degli Studi i
salerno

‘Culgs esse sl non posse
esse': la “quaria species” rra
logica & metafisica

Chair: Willemien Citen

ESCHATOLOGY AND
MYSTICISM

1106y - 1.0

Thomas O Loughlin,
University of Wales
Eriugena, the Periphyseon,
and the New Serusalem: The
Lise and Transformation of
Some Hibermo-Latin Souwrces
Adoks M. Haas, University
of Zirich
Mystische Lige in
Eriugenas Eschatologie
Valery V. Petrolff, Russian
Academy of Sciences
“Theoria® of the Rener in
John Scarmis ' Eschatelogy
Chair: Deirdre Carabine
300 =4.15 GRAMMAR AND
LETTERS

Catherine Kavanagh,
University of Notre Dame
The .S'Jg.lrr:ll'}n:.lrrr .|'.|I_|"
Crreumrtar i the Work af
Erigena

Anneli Luhtala, University
of Hel=inki

Tinre and the Substaniival
Vierds in Eriugeria

Chair: Michael Haren




4.30 - &30

1.30

ERIUGENA AND THE
CORPUS INONYSIACUM

Franceseo IV Elia,
Universith della Basilicata
The Corpus Dionysiacum
Translarion and the
Eschatological Problem in
Scottus Eriugena,

Michael Harrington,
Boston College

Enstern and Western
Peychological Triniftes in
Eringena’s Realized
Eschatology

Ralph M.W,
Stammberger, Hochschule
51 Georgen, Frankfurt
*Theologus nostri IEMporis
loannes Scolus’: The
Reception of Preiudo-
Digmysius thraugh John
Scottus Eriugena in Hugh of
5t Victor

Chair: John Dillon

General Mezting of SPES
alficers in Residemt's
Lounge,

Friday, 18 August

H.40
1000 -12. 15
300 - 500

Departure by coach for
ROYAL IRISH
ACADEMY, DUBLIN
Welcome 1o delegales on
behalf of the BIA = John
Dyillom

Carlos Steel, Catholic
University of Leuven,
President of SPES

The Return of Body into
Soul: Philosophical Musings
on the Resurreciion
James McEvoy, MU,
Maynooth and Pontifical
Liniversity, Maynooth
Eriugena and Thomas
Gallus, Commentators on
the Mystical Theology
Chair: W. Belerwalics

Dermot Moran, Universiiy
College Dublin

Eriugena on Time and
Ererniry

Hilary Richardson,
University College Dublin
Themes in Erfugena’s
Wrirings and Early frish Art
Willemien Diten, Uirech
University

The Pe r.fu,g'r.lg el Aspect af
Erfugena’s Excharalogy:
Berween the Lerter and the
Spirit

Chair: Edouard Jeaunean

Saturday, 19 August

QM= | 1.4
15 =110
200 - 3,30

Edouard Jeauneau, Paris
and Toronto

L'édition critique du
Periphyseon: wee
asymplote?

Paul Edward Dutton,
Simon Fraser Universily
Erfupena's Workshop: the
Making of the Periphyseon
in Rheims MS 875

Chair: Carlos Steel

THE ESCHATON:
IMAGE AND DOCTRINE

José Luis Cantén Alonsa,
Universicad de Cdedoba
*Diews ofmnia in ommibuas’:
les exempla naturalia dons
le discours eschatologigue
de Jean Seot Erigine
Donald F. Duclow,
Gwynedd-Mercy College
and Paul Dietrich,
University of Montana
Hell and Dameation in
Eriugena

Douglas Hadley, Catholic
University of Leuven

A Twafold Problem in
Eriugena’s Twofold Vision
of Erchatology

Chair: Paul Dietrich

TOWARDS THE
INFINITE

Robert Crouse, Dalhousie
University

Predestinarion, Humtan
Freedom and the
Augustinion Theology of
History in Ertugena's De

divina pracdestinatione




Hilary Anne-Maric 10.30 Creneral Meeting of SPES
Mooney, Freiburg-im-
Breisgau 14K} Chpticnal irip loe
ffrnitely Towards the Cilendalough
Tnfinire: The Eschatological
Anthropology of Johannes Ohrganizing Committecs
Scottus Eringena Professor James McEvoy,
Chair: John Contreni Profiessor Carlos Steel,
Professor Dermaod Moran.
4 M) = B LN RECENT
IDENTIFICATIONS AND Information and Registration:
MSCOVERIES The Departmental Secretary,
Department of Philosophy,
Francesco Mosctti Mational University of Ireland,
Casarelto, Fircnze Maynooth, Co. Kildare,
‘Intuere coelum apertum’ if E-mail: philsec @ may.je
prifoge dell” ‘epistola ad Tel:  00353.1.7083661
Grimaldum abbatem’ dfi Fax:  00.353.1.7084525
Ermenrico di Ellwangen fra
lduine di Satne-Denys e The organisers wish to thank the following
Glovanni Scote Eriugena bodies and organisations for linancial
Carl I..I‘;I., Cathahic suppeort:
University of Leuven Maynooth  Scholastic Trust, S0
Eriugena ai a Translaror: a Patrick’s  College, Muynooth;
Complete Greek-Latin- Mational University of Ireland,
Greek Index of the MMaynooth; Royal Insh Academy, The
Quaestiones ad Thalassium Institute  of Philesophy, Catholic
Gustave A, Piemonte, University of Leuven; Irish Centre for
Universidad de Buznos Faith and Culture; Aer Lingus:
Aires Maynooth  University  Bookshop,
Some Diztincrive Theses of Conventions Bureau Ireland.
Eriugena’s Eschatolegy in
his Exegesis of the Gozpel Thanks are due o the Tollswing academic
According to Matthew sponsors of the Collequiom:
Chair Giulio d"Onalrio Roval Irish Academy, Faculty of
Fhilosophy,  NUIM; Pontifical
7.30 Conference Banguet Dinne University, Maynooth; Department of
in Pugin Hall Philosophy, UCD;, The Dublin
Socicty for the Study of Platonism.
Sunday, 20 August
An exhibition of rare books
9.0 Mass in College Chapel / relating to the conference was
:{:f];.?“]ls‘;mn w5 held in the Russell Library.
Meeting of the Officers of SPES

A meeting of officers of the society was held al Maynooth, en the occasion of the Tenth
International Colloquium, on Thursday, 17 August 2000, at 19.30.




The lollowing were presant:

C. Steel (President); B.McGinn {Vice-President); Ed. Jeauneau; W, Belerwaltes; W. Oiten; G.
D'Onofrio; J. McEvoy (Secrefary).

Agenda {circulated 1o oflicers);

1 Proposal 1o raise the annual confribulion to US$20.00 (and equivalent in other
Currencias),

2 The makeup of the Officers group: a new election? MNew Sacralary?

3. General policy review:
-rolg of SPES; membership; the annual Bulleting relationship to similar bodies; an event
to mark the completion of the Penphyseon edition?

Any other business,
General Meeting of SPES

All the members who attended the Maynooth Colloguium received an invitation to attend a
general meeting, together with the agenda recorded below. The meating was held on Sunday, 20
August 2000 at 10.30am, and was attendad by about thiy members.

Agenda

The minutes of last meeting (June 1295) were read by the Secralary, J. McEvaoy
Financial report: C. Steel (lreasurer for Europe and other places); J. Contreni (M.

America)

kembarship: Total active; new (1998-2000); paid up in 1399

Annual membership fee: proposal to raise to USS20

Election of new Secratary, and of a new officer

Possible themes for next colloquium

The role of SPES and its future,

e e

el ol o

Report on the proceedings (of 20 August)
The mesting was openad by the President, C. Steel.
1. The minutes were read by the Secretary:

Minutes (of last mesling: 10 June 1935),
A well-attended meesting of SPES was held &t the Abdij Keizersherg (Abbaye du Mont César),
Leuven, on 10 June 1995, during the course of the 1XIh International Collequium of the Society.
The President, Bemard MeGinn, was in the chair,
The report made by the Secretary (later printed in Enugena 4, 1995) was approved by the
meeting,
A letter of good wishes from John O'Meara (Hon. Pres.) was read out.
The Prasident thanked the organizers of the colloquium and the speakers, in paricular
Professors MeMNamara and Contreni, the principal invited speakers. He also thanked the Abbot
and community of the monasiery lor their hospitality.

The theme and the location of the Tenth International Colloguium were discussed. A number of
members favourad Dublin, in the year 2000. Possible themaes were canvassed, but it was left to




the officers to amive at a decision on these matters. The suggestion was made that a minor
colloguium might be held sometime before AD 2000, at either Kalamazoo or Leeds.

Professor Jeauneau outlined the progress of both farms of the critical edition of the Penphyseon.
In line with the tradition of SPES, Professor Carlos Steal (as co-organizer of the Balgian
colloquium) became the new president. He warmly thanked in the name of the assembly the
oulgoing President, Bemard McGinn, for his notewerthy contributions to the sociely, a sentiment
which was echoad by Ihe secretary and applauded by all presant.

The secretary proposed to the meeling that two new officers be appointed, namely W. Otten
{USA) and G. d'Onofrio (Italy). The propesal was approved by the assembly.

Following the conclusion of the meeting supper (consisting of monastic beer and cheese) was
fakan at the monastery.

The minutes were approved by the members.
2. Repart of the Secretary
Officers

The following list of olficers represents the situation since 1935:
Hon. Prasident: John O'Meara

Presidant: Carlos Steel

Vice-President: Bamard McGinn

Secretary: James McEvoy

Officers:

Claudic Leonardl; Wemer Beierwalles; Edouard Jeauneau; Guy-H. Allard; Willemien Otten;
Giulio d'Onofrio.

SPES at Erfurt

The Sociélé infernationale pour I'élude de la philosophie médidvale held its Tenth International
Congress at Erurt, 25-30 August 1997. Its organisation was the joint responsibility of the
Thomas-Institut of the University of Cologne and the recently (1994) re-astablished University of
Erfurt. Over 600 participanis were enrolled for this meeting, the largest in the history of the
society. Under the auspices ol SPES, a special section was devoled to 'Eriugena and the
Philosophical Tradition’, on Friday 29 August. The President of our society, Carlos Steel, made
an 'Interim Report on Eriugenian Studies’, laying emphasis on the very lively nature of their
present state, and on the editions and collective works which have appeared in very recent years.
The Secretary, James McEvoy, cutlined the activities of the society, menticning the annual
bullatin and the plans for the Dublin Colloquium, to be held in the year 2000. (The overall theme
of the Dublin meeting has been established by the secretary and the president; History and
Eschatology in Eriugena and his Times; see below). Two papers wene read, with the president in
the chair: Joao E. LUPI (Floriandpodis, Brazil), ‘From Origen's Pen Archon fo Eriugena's Per
Physeor, Valery V.PETROFF (Moscow), 'Anonymous Glossae to Bede's De natura rerum and
their Eriugenian Background'. Each was followed by a brief discussion. It is hoped that these
papers will appear among the acts of the congress.

During the later part of the same afternoon a meeting of SPES was held, chaired by the
president. The afternoon attendance of around 30 scholars included about ten members of
SPES. as well as four of the officers: C. Steel (President); J. McEvey (Secretary); Cl. Leonardi;
Ed. Jeauneau. Three new mambers were enrciled at the meeting. This meeting was at the same
time a workshop section of the SIEPM congress, entitled 'La nouvelle édition de Perphyseon’, It
was devoled enfirely lo a discourse of Ed. Jeauneau concaming his edition of Erugena’s
masterpiece. A lengthy and informative discussion of the principles of editing followad the
presantation of the edition. The questioners were unanimous in welcoming the advent of the
edition and in congralulating the editor upon the remarkable nature of his achieveamant,




Hew Members
Three were admitted at the Erfurt meeting of SPES:

Bauchwitz, Oscar F. (Salamanca); Holopainen, Toive (Helsinki); Lupi, Joao E. (Floriandpolis,
Brazil),

Meeting of officers

A meeting of officers was convened for Leuven, in February 1959, Present were C, Steel, Ed.
Jeauneau, J McEvoy and W, Otten. Plans for the Xih International Colloguium were discussed
in detail.

Treasurers

During the period 1995-2000 C.Steel has acted as treasurer for European countries, while J.
Contreni has acted In the same capacity for N. America. Both deserve the thanks of the
membership. C. Steel has in addition laken charge of the circulation of the bulletin, since 1995, in
a voluntary capacity.

Addresses

Every effort is made to keep the address-list of the membership up to date. A list of ‘missing
members' is published regularly in the bulletin. You can help by communicating with the
secretary If you change your address, or know someone who has done so.

Subsidy

The secretariate of SPES receives hidden subsidies from the Faculty of Philosophy, NUIM
{Maynooth), and from the Institite of Philosophy, Lewven, in the form of telephone and other
communications expensas, and cccasicnally some secretarial time.

Reports of Treasurers

a) C. Steel gave a report on the years 1997-2000, as follows:

Available on February 15, 1989: Belgian Francs (BF) 142.662
Expenses covered by the Institute of Philosophy in 1957-98-99:

1) mailing: 38,8934
2) phatocopying £.920
Total 46.853

Expenses covered by the SPES account in 1987-98-39:

1) travel costs McEvoy, Jeauneau, Otten 10.300
2} imvoice Faculty Club 3.280
3) Administrative cost (mailing material) 5.450

Total: 20.000

Available in SPES account on August 1, 2000 (expenses coverad by Institute of Philosophy and
SPES account itsell have been deducted):

105.593 BF

Expenses for the printing of posters and flyers for Maynooth conference have bean coversd by
the Institute of Philosophy. Total costs: 40.361 BF.

Expenses still to be covered by SPES: mailing costs of posters and flyers for Maynooth
confarance, amount prasantly unknown but estimated at about 25.0008F.




b) J. Contreni rendered a detailed {bank-supplied) Dues Log for the pericd 21 Oclober
1987-01 January 2000.

During the stated period the total sum of US$ 560.00 was credited to the account. When
added 1o the balance from the Chicago account, i.e. $474.00 (formerly managed by B,
BeGinn), the sum total arrived at is USS 1034.00.

The above reports were approved by the members.
a. Membership:
Total membership is 132, including 57 based in N. America.

Members are remindad that only paid-up members are antitled to vote at meetings of SPES or 10
haold office in the society. Only about a third of the membership is paid wp in any given year,

An agreeable and promising feature of the Maynooth conlerence was the number of new
members (fourteen joined up at the conference itself or in the nen-up to it), most of them young.
Hare are their names:

Lehmann, Jecfirey 5; Stammberger, Rolf, Paparella, Francesco, O'Byrne, Sean P
Henderson, Doug; Durand, Stella; Bisogno, Armanda; Dunne, Michagl; Kelly, Thomas; Delp,
Mark D.; Sells, Michasl; Reynolds, Philip; Cobb, Lawrenca W.; Mainoldi, Ermesto.

When we include the above, then SPES has a total (on paper) of 147 members, 62 of whom are
located at present in M. America, However, many members are inaclive. Some are difficull to
trace, and for the fallowing names we have no up-to-date address:

Chisaka, Jasuo; Garin, Eugenio; Kenney, John Peter; Paschetto, Eugenio; Preux, Philippe;
Van Lieshout, Jules.

Fully paid-up members numeared B3 (lor 1983).
4, Annual Membership Fea:

The proposal of the officers to raise the subscription was discussed. It was decided to institute
saveral lavels of annual fee, on the M, American model:

= up 1o the doctorate: USS 10.00
- prdinary members fee; LSS 20.00
- fee for Patrons of SPES: USS 50.00

5. The President proposed that W. Otten should be elected Secrelary of the sociely in
place of J. McEvay. The proposal was passed by acclamation. The president proposed
that J. MeEvoy be elacted Presidenl in succession to him. This proposal was also
passed by acclamation,

The President put the recommendation of the officers to the meeting, 10 the effect thal the
presiding group be strengthened by the election of two new olficers, namely J. Contreni (USA)
and P.E. Dutton (Canada). The molion was accapled nem. com

6. A wide-rangeing discusslon was held, with many contributing. Several suggestions were
made conceming possible themes for the next colloguivm and olher research
devealopments:

-4 glose reading of selected texts of Eriugena, in a seminar-style
—Eribgena's appropriation of his sources, e.9. Augustineg, Boethius, Maximus, Pseudo-

Dionysius (E. does nol simply quote or employ passively but selects, repeals, interprets, and
aven distons...);




--Cosmology and Creation: Eriugena, his Sources and his Influence [(e.g. Eckhart), was
proposed (by B, McGinn) for a colloquium thame;

-Eriugana and the Liberal Ars and Education;

—-Eriugena in parallel study with each of the other theclogical figures of the &-9th cents (T.
OLoughlin

=-The historiography of Eriugena and of his thought is still lacunary {according (o E. Jeauneau),
€.g. the attitude to him on the par of Ussher and Gale, their religious motivations for reading
him, ete.

The research work of G. Piemonte was highlighted and encouragement offered to him regarding
its continuation.

Brendan O'Ciobhain propased that an Irish-language translation of Eriugena’s works should be
undertaken. A select Irish-language study- group might succeed in making an original linguistic
approach to the mind of John Scottus.

Some members feel thal the present colloquium-lormat has only a limited future, before
rapetitiousness overiakes or even defeats il. Altemnalives should be explored.

7. Tha rola of SPES and Its future:

This was partly covered in the course of the above discussion. The President suggested that the
sociely should widen its horizons and seek to fulfil the role of a society for Carolingian Thought
and Culture—but without changing its name or its curment structure. He further proposed that an
interim conference of SPES should be held on the occasion of the planned SIEPM (Socidnd
intematfionale pour I'éfude de la phitosophie médidvale) congress, to be held in Porlo in AD 2002,
on the analogy of the Edun meeting of the same SIEPM. Also, when the edition of Periphyseon
is completed it should be marked by some special event on the part of SPES.

The suggestion met with strong support thal 8 Web-site for Eriugenian matters should be
founded, and ba kept up to date. This should be an independant site with its own domain name, It
would require initial funding. It would rapidly replace the present bulletin (which is costly to
circulata). It would present many other advaniages, including perhaps attracting young scholars
to the field. Such sites already exist for other medieval figures, e.g. Robart Grossataste. A site
can be advertisaed widely In large-circulation educational chronicles, Copyright is an issue, and
whare it apples the permission of the editor/publisher must be secured in advance of web-site
posting. Bibliography can be kept up 1o date, and news (2.9. conferences) posted,

[end of report]

SPES and Carolingianists

Members present at the recent Maynooth meeting looked with favour on the suggestion put
forward by Carlos 5Steel and the officers’ group, to the effect that SPES should extend ils
activities to include within its ambit Carolinglan intellectual and religious culture, while still
rataining its focus (Erugena) and its current organisation. To some exient this extension of
interest has already been implicit in the society's activities, so that it is more a mater of
axplicitating and anncuncing something than it is of invenling anything.

In order to publicize this anncuncement in the desirable guarlers, an appeal is now baing made 1o
membears of SPES: can you help the secretarial to compile an accurate mailing-list of
Carclingianists? Please send names plus complete addresses 10 the secretary as soon as
possible. In contacting the people suggested, an invitation will be given to each to become a
meamber of SPES.

Erlugena In Spain

& conference on Meoplatonism was held at the Universidad de Navarra, 3-5 May 2000: Revision
del Neoplatonismo/Revision of Neoplatonism (XXXIX Reuniones Filosdficas.
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Of the thireen confribulions on diverse aspects of Neoplatonism one directly concemed
Erugena: Agnieszka Kijewska (Lublin, Poland), 'The Epistemological Foundation of the
Eriugenian System.”

Fram the Urals...

At the International Medieval Congress, held at the University of Leeds (10-13 July 2000), Dr
Maxim B. Homyakov of the Urals State University read a paper enlitled Telerance in
Medievality: "Western® and "Eastern” Authorities in Eriugena’s Periphyseon.’

Eriugena at Cologne

The programme of the 32. Kdlner Mediaevistentagung (12 to 15 Seplember 2000, at the
Thomas-Institut) announced the general theme of the congress: 'Ende und Vollendung.
Eschatologische Perspektiven Im Mittelalter’. One of the leclures direclly concems Eriugana: W.
Otten, 'Realized Eschatology or Philosophical Idealism: The Case of Eriugena’s Penphyseon.’

in Memoriam

The death of Paul Oskar Kristeller took place on 7 June1938, at the age of 94. He was a
member of SPES from its early years right up to his death (his last payment of membership dues
was made in 1999). He was one of the great scholars of the twentieth century. His interest in the
thought and literature of the Middle Ages was for the mos! pan indirect, the focus of his vast
schelarly output being of course the Renaissance. Many tributes to the man and his work have
appeared; one of the most rounded of these may be mentioned here: John Monfasani, ‘Paul
Oskar Kristeller 1905-1999", in American Cusanus Society Newslafter XV1.1, July 1989, pp. 7-10,
and ibid., XV1.2, December 1999, pp. 9-11.

APCO Mumber Planned

The American Catholic Phitosophical Quarterly devoles every third issue to a particular
philosopher. Preparations have begun for a special number on Eriugena, to appear in 2002. The
ACPOQ has a circulation of 1800 copies. Profl. Philipp W. Rosemann (Depl. of Philosophy,
University of Dallas, Texas), who has communicated this information, has recently been
appointed associate editor of the journal, which was formerly known as The New Scholasticism..

Gratlas ago...

The outgoing secretary would like to return thanks to a number of peopie - to more, in fact, than
can be mentioned here,

Since 1991 | have worked with two presidents of our society, Bemard McGinn and Carlos Steel,
each of whom proved efficient, thoughtful, supportive regarding the administrative work, and
attentive to the present and future concems of SPES. In particular, Bernard acled as N.
Amarican treasuner (1991-1%97), and Carlos as Eurcpean treasurer (1995-2000) - the latter being
ably seconded by the secretary of the Institute of Philosophy at Leuven, Ingrid Lombaerts. | wish
alss to thank John Contreni, who since 1997 has acted as treasurer for N. America.

Ann Gleeson has given a greal deal of help since 1995, as sacretary of the Depariment of
Philosophy at Maynooth. From 1998 to 2000 she was assisted by Orla Morrissey. Their
committment during the past two years did much to ensure the successful organisation of the
Maynooth Colleguium, in addition to the ordinary administration of SPES.
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| wish my successor as secretany, Willemien Otten, the same support from fellow-officers and
members of SPES as | have received during the past nine years. Indeed, for my own part |
promise har as much during my presidency.

The secretaryship will ba passed on to Willemien on 1 January 2001. Cormaspondence should be
addressed to her from 1 Decambar 2000 at the following address:

Prof. Willemien Otten, Utrechi Uniersity, Fac. of Theotogy, Heidelberglaan 2, De Uithof,
ML-3584 C35 Utrecht, The Metherlands,
e-mail: WOTTENE THEQ.ULLNL




Appendix: Irish Academy MS5 on Exhibition for SPES

As was mentioned above, three ancient manuscripls were exhibited in the library of the RIA on
18 hugrmmr the benetit of the SPES conlerence. Readers may like to have some details on
each of 1 2

1. The Cathach/The Psaltar of 5t Columba: RLA. MS12R 33
Ca AD, 560-630, Vellum 27cm. ¥ 19¢m. 58 leaves survive.

Written in Latin, the Cathach is the oldes! extant Irish manuscript of the Psalter and the earliest
example of Irish writing. It contains a Vulgate version of Psalms XXX (10) to CV (13). Tradition
ascribes it to St Columba as the copy of a Psalter lent to him by St Finnian. A dispule arose
about the ownership of the copy and King Diarmait Mac Cerbhaill gave the judgement, To every
cow belongs her calf, therefore to every book belongs its copy.” The arbitraticn failed, and the
Psalter of St Columba passed into the hands of the O'Donnells after the battle of Cul Dremhne in
A.D. 561 (Columba left Ireland for lona in 563). Modem scholarship has casi doubts on the
authorship by St Columba and the early dating, but the book should be placed in the early
seventh ceniury, at the latesi.

The O'Donnells kept possession of the Cathach, or 'Battler' (it was carried round the field of baltle
as a talisman) up 1o the seventeenth century, with its invasions and wars. It was taken to France
in 1691 but brought back by an O'Donel family of Mewport (Mayo) in 1802, still inside its
eleventh-century shrine (eumdach). In 1843 Sir Richard O'Donel deposited it in the Academy.

The script by one scrbe is early majuscule with oramental capitals, and decoration mostly by
spirals and animal heads. The cumdach of the Cathach, made by Sitric of Kells (Co. Meath) to
the order of Cathbarr O'Donnell, may be seen in the Mational Musaum.

Consult R.S. O'Cochldin, The Cathach Battle Book and the O'Donnells’, in The Irish Sword 8
(1968) 157-177; alternatively, C. Douglas, The Battle Book of the O'Donnells, Berkley, 1335. See
furthier: Great Books of redand (Thomas Davis Lectures), various authors, Dublin, 1967.

2. The Stowe Missal. A.L.A. MS D ii 3: Cat. No. 1238,
Ca A.D. 792-803. Vellum, 15 ¢ x 12 cm. 67 leaves surviving.

The Stowe Missal is a Latin Mass-book of the early Irish Chureh, small enough lo be carried
around for the use of a priest on his travels. It may have been written in Tallaght, Co. Dublin, as
the abbat of the priory, St Mael Ruain, is commemorated in the Mass. An inscription on ils
cumdach locates it in the monastery of St Ruadhan in Lorrha, Co Tipperary, ¢a 1050. The name
'Stowe’ was given it bacause in the nineteenth century it was part of the Buckingham collection
kept al Stowe House in England. In 1883 it was purchased by the British Goverment and
deposited in the ALLA.

The Missal consists of two separate manuscripts. The first {11 folios) contains excepts from the
Gospel according to St John. [t was written in a cursive minuscule script by a scribe who signed
himself in Ogham writing, as “Sonid’, In commaon with the 'pocket’ Gospel books and books of
devotion of the ninth cantury, the opening page of the Gospel has a large omamental initial and a
group of coloured initials enclosed in an ornamental border of geometrical pattern and a beast's
head. The figure of St John (fol. 11) is similar to the short draped figure of the standing
Evangelists of the 51 Gall Gospels, with an eagle hovering with expanded wings over his head
and coloured in red and yellow.

The Missal proper (56 fols) is in the second manuscript and it contains the Ordinary and Canon of
the Mass, the Order of Baptism and the Order of Visitation of the Sick, Extreme Unction and
Communicn. Al the end (fols 65-67) there is an Irish tract on the Mass, together with some Irish
spells and lilurgical rubrics.
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Consult: Byme, F. J., 'The Stowe Missal', in Great Books of freland (Thomas Davis Lectures),
Dublin, 1967, 38-50.
3. Lebor na Huidre/The Book of the Dun Cow. MS 23 E 25: Cat. No. 1229,

Before A.D. 1106. Vellum 32cm. x 24 cm. 67 folios, fragmentary.

Writlen in Irish at the monastery of Clonmacnois, The twa principal scribes were Mael Muire Mac
Célechair and an unnamed scribe. It was revised at a later date by an inferpolator using different
sources. It is named after a sixth-century sacred relic of Clonmacnois, the hide of the dun cow
that belonged to St Ciardn. It is the earliest surviving MS with literature written in Irigh. It contains
the oldest version of the saga, Tdin Bd Cuailgne; also the Voyage of Bran, and the Feast of
Bricriti, togather with other religicus, mythical and historical material,

After the break-up of the old Irish monastery at Clonmacnois, the MS was in the possession of
the O'Donnelis of Donegal. In 1359 a member of that family was ransomed from captivity by this
MS, which thus passed into the hands of the O'Connors of Sligo. It was recovered by Aedh
Ruadh O'Donnell in 1470 and was still in Donegal in 1631, at the time when the Annals of the
Four Masters was finished. It then disappeared, but was used by George Petrie in 1837. It was
purchased by the Academy as part of the Hodges Smith Collection of 227 MSS, in 1844, for the
sum of 1,200 guineas.

Consult: Oskamp, H.P.A_, ‘Netes on the History of Lebor na hUidre, in Proceedings of the R.LA.
65 C 6 (1967), 117-138.
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